
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



51] Defects in Export Statistics. 379 

1883 has been taken as the year of reference. Individual calcula- 
tions have been made for 63 distinct articles. The number 1000 has 
been taken to represent the value of the exports of 1883, namely, 
$87,702,000, and has been divided up into so man)' numbers as there 
were specified articles, the values of which made up the sum of 
$87,702,000. " This 1000 has also been taken as the number for 
quantity and volume, and as the index number for value of each arti- 
cle, being divided by that of price, becomes the index number of 
quantity, the total represents the value of last year's transactions as 
compared with the index of value. For example, in 1883 the ex- 
ports of coal were 430,081 tons, valued at $1,087,411 ; in 1896 there 
were 1,025,060 tons, valued at $3,249,069 ; the price per ton being 
$2.52 and $3.17 respectively, or 26 per cent higher in 1896. The 
value index of 12.3 stands for 1883, but being multiplied by 1.26 
we change it into 15.5 to represent the value, $1,359,000, which 
would have accrued had the price been the same as in 1896. Or, 
reversing the process, we divide the value index 37.1 for 1896 by 
1.26, giving 29.4, to show the value, $2,578,000, which the coal of 
that year would have realized had it been sold in 1883, and thus get 
the ratio of quantity to value for this article." 



DEFECTS IN EXPORT STATISTICS. 



An illustration of the defects of import and export statistics relat- 
ing to trade between Canada and the United States is given in the 
Monetary Times (Toronto) of November 19. By the British customs 
the imports of Canadian bacon into the United Kingdom, in the nine 
months ending September 30, 1897, were 197,719 cwts. as compared 
with 318,129 cwts. in the similar period the previous year. This 
would indicate a serious falling off. The Monetary Times, however, 
believes that this diminution did not accurately represent the trade 
conditions, and that, instead of decreased exports of bacon, there is 
reason to believe that a considerable increase has taken place. It is 
believed that the packers of Canada, instead of shipping by Cana- 
dian ports, have preferred to use the American ports. The United 
States is credited with an increase of 700,000 cwts. during the period 
in which Canada is made to appear to have lost ground. A part of 
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this gain, it is asserted, is without doubt due to the larger shipments 
of Canadian packers. It is believed that a penalty should be exacted 
from consignees who fail to mark the name of the country of origin 
on the package. In this connection it is noted that American dairy- 
men are accustomed to use Montreal as a port of shipment for cheese 
and butter, and thus it may be possible that what Canada loses in one 
way it gains in another. 



GELATION OF RECRUITING TO POPULATION. 



In France men are universally held to military service at the age 
of twenty years. The conscripts enrolled in a given year are there- 
fore drawn from the male births of the twentieth year previous. Dr. 
Leon Vacher, in the September number of the Journal de la Societe 
de Statistique de la Paris, compares the number of conscripts annu- 
ally enrolled for a series of years (1816-1895) with the male births 
from which the classes are drawn. 

On the average, the male births have remained about stationary 
throughout the period observed, while the number of conscripts has 
sensibly increased from the year 1833. The explanation of this 
phenomenon is found in the nationality law of June 26, 1889, which 
adds 4000 to 5000 naturalized foreigners to the annual military contin- 
gent, and in the hygienic improvements, particularly those resulting 
from the agitation on the subject of infant mortality, which culmi- 
nated in the Roussel law of December 23, 1874. These health 
measures have brought about an increase of from twenty to twenty- 
five thousand male survivors at the age of twenty. 

Vacher refers important fluctuations in the yearly conscript enrol- 
ment to prominent economic or political events. He concludes that 
the variations are not the effect of chance, but reflect the social, 

political, and economic events which produce them. 

F. S. Crum. 



FALL IN THE RATE OF INTEREST. 



In the Fortieth Annual Report of the Bank Examiner of Maine 
(1896, p. x) there is a table showing the experience of the 52 savings 
banks in the State of Maine in the payment of dividends : — 



